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What is Redistricting
Definition

Redistricting is the process of adjusting district lines every 
10 years after the release of the U.S. Census. The well-
known examples are Congress and the legislature.

Within the U.S., redistricting has become an extremely 
politicized process and has been the subject of more high-
profile Supreme Court decisions than any other part of 
our elections system. 



Traditional Redistricting Principles

There are a number of criteria that have been used 
nationally and upheld by courts.

• Relatively equal size – people, not citizens
• Contiguous – districts should not hop/jump
• Keep districts compact – appearance/function
• Maintain “communities of interest”
• Follow city/county/local government lines

Preventing a Districting from Becoming a Gerrymander



Communities of Interest

A community of interest includes ethnic and language 
minorities and other groups.

Communities covered by the Voting Rights Act
• Latinos
• Asians
• African Americans

While race is a community of interest, it cannot be the 
predominant factor in drawing districts.

Bringing like-minded people together for representation



Fair Maps Act (2019)

Starting in 2020, cities and counties doing redistricting have 
additional criteria they must follow under the California Fair Maps 
Act. This becomes a “best practice” for all agencies.

• Process/transparency when conducting redistricting

• Not using incumbent or candidate residence as a Community 
of Interest

• Not drawing districts to advantage a political party

These rules do not currently apply directly to community college 
trustee areas, but redistricting best practices will likely push most 
agencies to voluntarily adopting them.

Preventing a Districting from Becoming a Gerrymander



Draft Map Plans
Each draft plan is provided with both a 
PDF and Online Web-based format

• Draft Map A – Minimum Change from 
Current Lines

• Draft Map B – Minimum Change from Draft 
Plan A
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The total deviation of the plan is the sum of 
the absolute values of the highest and lowest 
districts.  Here the plan deviation is 9.4%
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What’s Next
The committee can make use of 
these mapping options in a number 
of ways.

• Identify preferred plan(s) with an 
understanding that none of these are 
final plans.  It is an iterative process.

• Suggest possible changes –
Redistricting Partners can provide 
adjustments to the boundaries.

• Put out for public input – the public 
will be very willing to tell us where 
we got the lines wrong.  Input is our 
ally in developing final plans.
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December 16, 2021 Second Committee Meeting

January, 2022 Public Hearing on draft maps
Third Committee Meeting (if needed)
Board of Trustees receives proposed map

February, 2022 Board of Trustees adopts revised Trustee 
Areas

February 28th, 2022 Draft maps to LACOE
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