OCTOBER 2009
Message from the Provost

The 2009-2010 academic year is well underway and we continue to make progress toward our overarching goals
of improving capacity, increasing enrollment and restoring credibility and rebuilding the community’s trust in our
Center.
We are pleased to share the news that Compton Center’s enrollment continues to increase. Fall 2009 enrollment is
up 18% over fall 2008 at the completion of registration, with FTES increasing by 34%. The continuous increases
we are experiencing in enrollment are due to the commitment and quality of our faculty, staff, managers, and of
course, our students. We are dedicated to putting our students’ needs ﬁrst and continue to work to provide the best
possible customer service.
Our recent Center meeting provided an update on our facilities projects and the progress we’ve made in the development of a Facilities Master Plan, which is one of our earmarked areas for improvement on the Accrediting
Commission report. The good news is that 12 of our highest priority facilities projects have been funded. (See
facilities project status list in this issue of Provost News.)
A lot is happening with the remodeling and refurbishing of our facilities. We have completed the Human Resources Ofﬁce restoration and Y99 music classrooms, moved the print shop to MIS, made electrical repairs in
the exercise room, and repaired overhead doors and water distribution isolation valves. We are also in the initial
stages of our infrastructure projects.
Phase One of the south campus upgrades will begin in the ﬁrst half of next year. These include sewage; water and
lighting systems for the stadium and other designated areas; safety and security systems; and overall repair and
service throughout the grounds. While there will be some inconveniences during the facility upgrades, we ask
for your understanding and cooperation as this work is an indication of progress toward much needed improvements.
Finally, in providing improved student support services and greater access to our institution, the number of students applying for ﬁnancial aid has increased signiﬁcantly this year. Our highly successful “$5,350 Financial Aid
Marketing Campaign” is credited with assisting in increasing the percentage of students applying for ﬁnancial aid.
In fall 2008, 30 percent of our students applied for ﬁnancial aid; and in fall 2009, 90 percent applied.

Please read through this issue of Provost News as it highlights many of the great programs at Compton Center,
and features a few success stories illustrating the caliber of both students and our faculty and staff.

Board of Trustees Meeting

The next meeting of the Compton Community College District Board of Trustees is scheduled for Tuesday, October 20 at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room at Compton Center. Closed session begins at 4:00 p.m. for anyone wishing to address the Board on closed session agenda items. The Board Agenda is posted 72 hours in advance of the
meeting at www.district.compton.edu and www.compton.edu.

Enrollment Update

The numbers are in and Fall 2009 enrollment is up! There are a total of 4,789 students attending Compton Center
this semester, up 18 percent over the Fall 2008 semester. Full-time Equivalent Students (FTES) total 2,139, representing a 34 percent increase in the number of FTES during the same period last year.

Second Eight-Week Fall Session Begins this Month

The second eight-week fall session begins on Saturday, October 24 and runs through Friday, December 18, followed
by the holiday break. Register online at www.compton.edu, click on MyECC.

New Course Offerings at Compton Center
HVAC

Compton Center’s Career and Technical Education (CTE) department
is now offering Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)
courses. The HVAC program prepares students for employment in the
ﬁeld and provides upgrade opportunities for the currently employed.
Students can work toward an associate degree, certiﬁcate, or transfer
program. HVAC courses teach proﬁciency in service, troubleshooting, and installation of residential, commercial and industrial heating,
air conditioning, and refrigeration systems. Students will learn to read
wiring diagrams, interpret the Uniform Mechanical Code, diagnose
control circuits, operate test equipment, and service pneumatic and electronic controls. The ﬁrst two classes offered are:
Air Conditioning Fundamentals (ACR 21) – This course introduces students to air conditioning and refrigeration theory and provides an overview of the skills needed for employment as an HVAC technician. Topics include safety, air conditioning system operation and components, brazing, electrical applications, service tools and
equipment.
Heating Technologies (ACR 27) – This course covers the principles of gas, electric, radiant and boiler operated
heating systems. Instruction focuses on maintenance, repair and service techniques for furnaces, steam and hot
water boilers. Laboratory exercises emphasize the use of test instruments and safety controls.
Sign Language
In August, Compton Center added a new American Sign Language (ASL) class (SLAN-15), section number 9699.
ASL is the third most widely used language in America, and there are numerous beneﬁts for hearing people to
learn ASL, including communication with the hearing impaired, occupational use, recreational use, and pursuing

a career as an interpreter. In fact, a 2008 Bureau of Labor Statistics report stated that registered interpreters for the
deaf earn from $17.53 to $54.50 per hour.

Extreme Entrepreneurship Tour Coming to El Camino College

Compton Center students can take advantage of an entrepreneurial workshop
this month at El Camino College! Harnessing the creativity and energy of young
people, the Extreme Entrepreneurship Tour offers students a day of inspiration
loaded with learning tools and practical advice about how to start a business. The
ﬁrst-ever national entrepreneurship tour features the country’s top young entrepreneurs and successful local entrepreneurs. This high-energy event has plenty
of music, movement, opportunities to receive more than $300 in prizes, and light
refreshments. The Extreme Entrepreneurship Tour will be at El Camino College’s Marsee Auditorium on October
20, 2009, from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Encourage your students to attend! Go to http://www.journeypage.com/
events/elcaminosbdc/ for registration information, or visit www.extremetour.org for more information and tour
dates at other Southern California colleges.

A Student Weighs In on First Year Experience
In its second year, the First Year Experience
(FYE) program is well on its way to helping students transition from high school and meet the
challenges of attending college for the ﬁrst time.
This year, FYE is 70 students strong and includes
students such as Vanessa Leyva.

Vanessa is a recent graduate of Animo Charter
High School and lives nearby but didn’t consider
attending Compton Center until she heard about the FYE program. She was weighing her options after ﬁnancial
limitations prohibited her from attending the four-year university to which she was accepted. “FYE is a great
program because it puts you in a learning community where everyone has the same classes together,” said Leyva.
You meet new friends and work with them in every class, and the other students are more than happy to help you
out. I believe this program will help me achieve my dream of transferring to either UC Santa Cruz or UC Santa
Barbara to major in marine biology.”
Research results from Purdue University and at other programs across the United States show that students who
take part in a learning community earn higher grades, make friends faster, and graduate at higher or faster rates
than students who don’t participate.
Faculty members are also enriched by the experience. “The classes are great, and the students are very enthusiastic. It’s a wonderful experience for our faculty, too,” said Toni Wasserberger, Compton Center FYE English
professor.
FYE Director/Counselor Rebeca Mason agrees, “We are excited to give students the opportunity to be a part of a
proven learning community environment through the FYE program. “Putting students together in the same set of
classes provides maximum guidance and feedback on assignments, increases opportunities to interact with their
professors, and gives them academic success strategies, career direction, and a smooth transition into college.”
For information about FYE, contact Rebeca Mason at 310-900-1600, ext. 2505, or via e-mail at rmason@elcamino.edu.

Compton Center Rewarded for Exemplary Marketing Program

El Camino College Public Relations & Marketing Department was recently honored with a Medallion Award from
the National Council for Marketing and Public Relations (NCMPR) at its annual regional conference. A bronze
award was presented for the Compton Center’s recruitment marketing campaign over this past year, recognizing
the many recruitment publications and strategies created to help increase enrollment and restore credibility.
The Medallion Awards recognize outstanding achievement in communications at community and technical colleges. It is the only regional competition of its kind that honors excellence exclusively among marketing and
public relations professionals at two-year colleges. Entries for this award come from hundreds of colleges in
Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Federated States
of Micronesia, Republic of Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Territory of Guam. Judges include a
panel of industry leaders from areas such as ad agencies, designers, newspaper editors, and other professionals.

Faculty Proﬁle

Christopher Halligan, English Professor
As an English professor by day and ﬁlmmaker during his summers off, Christopher
Halligan is constantly inspired by his students, his colleagues, and the world around
him. He lives by the “pay it forward” creed. “I believe that if you are lucky enough to
be well educated, you are obligated to teach other people in some way,” said Halligan.
“Education is the greatest investment we can make in people, and particularly in developing urban environments like ours, students have an obligation to go out into the world
and give back.”

Halligan practices what he preaches, beginning with Compton Center’s students. He
is a full-time English professor, a member of the Academic Senate, participates in the
First Year Experience/Learning Communities program, and is working to bring some new English curriculum to
the college in the form of a ﬁlm survey class.
He inspires his students by embracing their individuality and encouraging them to do the same. “From day one, I
tell my students that there is nobody else like them in the world and that their personal experiences and life stories
are one of a kind,” Halligan explains. “Because of their unique personal heritage and perspectives, it is vitally
important that each student learn how to communicate to society through writing.”
Halligan leads by example and uses his writing and ﬁlmmaking talents to educate people about some of the serious problems in communities all around us. He has just ﬁnished a feature-length documentary titled “METHAMERICA” about the scorching methamphetamine epidemic in the American Midwest that is destroying the
lives of his friends, their families, and the safe communities he grew up in. He plans to debut the movie at ﬁlm
festivals this fall. Go to www.methamericamovie.com for more information.
One of the things about Compton Center Halligan most appreciates is the strong sense of community and the
camaraderie he feels with his fellow faculty members. “The faculty is dedicated to the welfare of our students
and we all look out for one another,” he says. “Teaching here is one of the most rewarding working relationships
I have ever had.”

“National Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week” Recognized

Each year, the week of September 20-26 is ofﬁcially designated as National Hispanic-Serving Institutions (HSI)
Week. In September, a historic government resolution was approved for the ofﬁcial observance of this important
week each year. The resolution, introduced in the House of Representatives by Congressman Raul Grijalva and in
the Senate by Senator Robert Menendez, designated September 20-26, 2009, as the ﬁrst Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week.
HSIs are deﬁned as colleges or universities where Hispanics constitute a minimum of 25 percent of the full-time
equivalent (FTE) undergraduate enrollment. El Camino College Compton Center is an HSI.

Facilities Project Status List

Work continues on Compton Center’s infrastructure repairs, remodeling, refurbishing and upgrades. It was recently announced that funding was approved for the top 12 facilities projects. Here is a list of current facilities
projects and the status of each:
Complete:
HR Ofﬁce restoration
Print Shop move to MIS
Y99 Music classrooms
Overhead doors
Water distribution isolation valves
Weight/exercise room electrical

$0
$0
$5,000
$4,000
$38,000
$30,000

In Progress:
Cable & ﬁber optic upgrade
Row Buildings HVAC
D-Row HVAC replacement
F31 Classroom restoration
Fine Arts Ofﬁce area – Van Niel
Fine Arts/Band Room renovation
Central Plant leaks & equipment damage
Lighting & ballasts repairs without major electrical repair
Concrete drain crossover repair
Rain gutter repair

$166,000
$0
$66,000
$2,500
$6,000
$35,000
$80,000
$25,000
$3,800
$10,000

Planning:
Abel Sykes HVAC
CalWORKs relocation

$16,000
$112,729

Pending:
Campuswide ﬁre alarm monitoring
Fire and security alarm repairs
Fire hydrants
E21/E20 Lecture Hall Sec/Rep/Res

$175,000
$18,000
$24,000
$5,000

ESL Bungalow move/ofﬁces
4 KV Electrical Load Center in M Building
Chilled water loop repairs
Math/Science boilers
Football practice ﬁeld
Math Science ceiling tile replacement
Cafeteria shade structure
Dance Room curtain sound proof
Gymnasium ﬂoor & roof/ceiling repair
Server Room remodel MIS
Y Building boiler room/classroom conversion
First Year Experience Room
Football ofﬁces/men’s locker room
Voc/Tech Machine Tool Lab
Women’s locker room move
Current Total Budget:

$2,000
$37,500
$166,000
$88,000
$8,000
$0
$135,000
$15,000
$10,000
$12,000
$15,000
$1,000
$10,000
$60,000
$35,000
$1,416,529

Sharing the Joy of Reading/Writing through Guest Lectures

On September 23, Compton Center welcomed author Stan Allotey as a guest lecturer arranged by the Humanities
Division. Allotey, Olympic athlete and previous 21-year employee of Compton Center, discussed his new novel
“The Eye of an Eagle,” published in August 2009.
The well-attended event received a positive reception from students and community members. In fact, surveys
collected after the event reﬂected enthusiasm for more author presentations hosted by Compton Center. “It was
most gratifying that the students asked many questions when given the opportunity,” said English Professor Ruth
Roach. “As a result of asking questions, I believe the students were engaged. The event was about them as readers
and writers, and they took the opportunity to ask relevant questions to build on their reading and writing.”
“The Eye of an Eagle” is the story of 18-year-old Nii Mensah Ankrah, an African student who escapes a Ghanaian
coup and lands at UCLA to study and ﬁnd a way to make his country a better place to live. A story about ﬁnding
inner strength and maintaining determination to navigate life’s trials and tribulations, Ankrah’s story takes unexpected turns to the novel’s ﬁnal outcome. The story is ﬁctional, but based on events in the lives of Allotey and two
of his friends. Publisher’s notes describe the book as a must-read for understanding the difference in cultures and
how they affect us all. More information can be found at http://www.theeyeofaneagle.com/.
The Humanities Division will host another published author lecture on November 11, at 11:00 a.m. in the Student
Lounge, featuring Chicana poet Lorna Dee Cervantes. Visit http://homepage.mac.com/lornadeecervantes/Menu1.html
for more information on this guest speaker.

Compton Center Promotes Adult Learning Program

As a full-time library assistant at Dickison Elementary School in Compton and president of Chapter 30 of the
California School Employees Association (CSEA), Bernitha Gales wasn’t sure she could ﬁt continuing education
into her busy schedule. She checked out the course offerings at Compton Center and enrolled in child develop-

ment and general education classes in Fall 2005 after being in the workforce for many years. “It doesn’t matter
how old you are, you can start or go back to college at any time and achieve your goals,” said Gales.
As a successful example, Gales graduated from Compton Center in 2007 with an associate degree in general
education and a certiﬁcate in child development—all while keeping her day job. Gales said she was able to easily
ﬁt college into her schedule by attending evening and weekend classes, and by taking full advantage of the many
student services at Compton Center. She received a Rotary Scholarship from the City of Compton and a Board of
Governor’s (BOG) stipend to help pay for her books. “My math skills were not that good, so I took advantage of
the Math Department tutoring services and was able to excel,” explained Gales. In addition, she visited a counselor to help map out her course of study and make sure she was taking the right classes to be able to transfer to
a four-year university.
Gales has since transferred to USC, where she plans to graduate in June 2010 with bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in education. “Compton Center gave me the foundation to achieve my personal education goals,” said
Gales. “As an advocate for education, I encourage anyone to attend college even to take general education or
vocational classes. It’s a great personal accomplishment.”
The Adult Learning Program is a great way to increase enrollment at Compton Center. Help get the word out
about our evening, weekend and online classes!

Transfer Center Helps Students Soar

When Emilio Martinez was ready to enter college, he decided to follow in his brother’s footsteps. That path led him directly to El Camino
College Compton Center. As participants in Compton Center’s transfer program, both Martinez and his brother, Juan Vargas, participated
in a wide range of activities that helped prepare them to successfully
transfer to a four-year university.

“I always knew I wanted to go to college, but I wasn’t sure where I
wanted to go. My brother attended Compton Center as part of the Regional Transfer Collaborative, which provides meetings with counselors, workshops and ﬁeld trips to guide you in the transfer process,”
Martinez said. “Through my own experience with the Transfer Center, I now know the four-year college I want
to attend and the major I want to pursue.”
The Transfer Collaborative offers the advantage of smaller class sizes, greater focus on instruction and a full
college experience at a cost of approximately $300 per semester, noted Elizabeth Martinez, coordinator of the
Transfer Center. Additionally, students have access to advisors, regularly scheduled visits by college admissions
ofﬁcers, and workshops on the transfer process as well as guidance in choosing and applying to universities.
For Vargas, that guidance was key in deciding his next educational steps.
“Through the Transfer Center, I have had the opportunity to visit colleges and participate in a summer program
on a university campus,” Vargas said.
Both brothers agree they are now better prepared to attend a four-year university after their experience at Compton Center.

“I have learned a lot from my instructors at Compton Center and the importance of how you present yourself.
Through writing and making presentations, I have gained more self-conﬁdence,” Martinez said.
For more information about the Transfer Center, e-mail Elizabeth Martinez at elmartinez@elcamino.edu or call
310-900-1600, ext. 2764.

University Filing Periods Coming Up

The UC application ﬁling period for Fall 2010 is November 1 through 20, 2009. If you have transfer students,
encourage them to get their applications in early. The Transfer Center is always available to help students with
the application process. Not all campuses or programs are open for Winter and/or Spring, so it is a good idea for
students to check to make sure which campuses and majors are open. Visit the CSU Web site at: www.csumentor.
edu and the UC Web site at: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/undergraduate.html.
The Transfer Center can be reached by dialing 310-900-1600, ext. 2764, or via e-mail: Elizabeth Martinez at
elmartinez@elcamino.edu.

Social Networking at Compton Center

Compton Center is now on Facebook and Twitter. Check out Compton Center’s home page on our Web site to
become a “fan” or follow the latest “tweets.” To be in the know, add these sites to your “favorites” list on your
computer. You may send your ideas for postings to Ann Garten, director of community relations, El Camino College, at agarten@elcamino.edu. Watch for Compton Center to soon be up and running on YouTube, as well!

Calling all Alumni

Did you attend Compton Center or the former Compton College or know someone who has? We want to hear
from you! The Resource Development Ofﬁce invites all alumni to register in our Alumni Database.
Help us get the word out. Registered alumni will have the opportunity to be informed of events and activities
at Compton Center, receive invitations to alumni functions, participate in leadership opportunities, and much
more.
The Resource Development Ofﬁce looks forward to hearing from you. To register, please contact Nelly Rodriguez
at nrodriguez@elcamino.edu.

Share Your News

We want to keep you informed of the news in our campus community. We also want to hear from you. We know
there is no shortage of good news at Compton Center—so keep us in the loop.
Know a student who won a scholarship? A professor who just published an article or a book or received an award?
A staff member honored by a professional organization? Someone who has been recognized for work in the community? Help us spread the good news!
Please e-mail your news items to Ann Garten, community relations director, at agarten@elcamino.edu.

