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Brief History
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Brief History

The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 
known as the “G.I. Bill” provides tuition and living 
expenses for veterans. By 1956 more than 2 
million veterans had attended a college or 
university and nearly 6 million had attended some 
form of  training program.
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The Challenge

6.1M
unfilled jobs

$1.45T
of student debt

10th
in the world for 

degree attainment

14%
of community college 
students are homeless
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Every Community Shares this 
Student Preparedness Challenge

 93 million adult Americans have little or no college 
educations (> 45%)

 75 million of these adults are functioning at basic or below 
basic literacy levels

 Students from low-income families by age 24 earn 
bachelor’s degrees at one-eighth the rate of their more 
advantaged counterparts — 9% compared with 75%

Bottom Line
Preparation, mentoring, and financial 
support are key to college success!



6

Every Community Shares this 
Workforce Challenge
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CollegePromise.org
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What is a College Promise?

 A 21st Century promise to fund 1-4 years of college, making higher 
education as universal, free, and accessible as public high school was in 
the 19th and 20th Centuries.

 A promise to prepare students for the 21st Century workforce and the 
pursuit of the American Dream without the burden of exorbitant college 
debt.

 A commitment to fund a college education for every eligible hardworking 
student advancing on the path to earn a college degree or certificate.

 Key components:
- “Place-based” (a college, a city, a region, a state)
- Guarantee of Financial Support for College
- Evidence & Performance-Based
- Financially Sustainable
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The College Promise

Detroit
Boston

Kalamazoo

200+

Tennessee

Long Beach



10

The College Promise

Local   State

Blended
Closes Financial Gaps

Student SupportsCollege Going Culture
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Local Promise Outcomes

33%
college completion 

increase

91%
completed first
year of college

62%
persistence rate

(fall to spring)

15%
increase in 
high school 
graduation

5x
increase in 

English completion

https://www.kalamazoopromise.com/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjVt_vNxrzZAhUM71MKHcNHAuEQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/eldoradopromise&psig=AOvVaw1-RsKWi-IJAL9QYBEKIHof&ust=1519492982479429
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjXgbP7tLzZAhWF0VMKHeGvDIMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cfgb.org/logo/&psig=AOvVaw0h4e-Hrk7QyuweDBoDkXrO&ust=1519488231299462


12

Statewide Promise Outcomes

17%
less student debt

50+
local programs

53%
students tuition-free

13%
increase in community

college enrollment

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiKk-qds7zZAhULv1MKHSVsDzcQjRwIBw&url=http://tnpromise.gov/&psig=AOvVaw3HvDjnC5JLi7EmLPJutFIe&ust=1519487779250157
https://calcollegepromise.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi22daUybzZAhUSoFMKHaLtCYoQjRwIBw&url=http://thehillnews.org/lp/ianerlichman/excelsior-scholarship-impotence-beyond&psig=AOvVaw1WXttPVJ6iFm1cyXB0q7mP&ust=1519493651219783
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwib2KLuyLzZAhXBtVMKHbioCK8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/02/13/oregons-public-universities-criticize-states-free-community-college-program&psig=AOvVaw0ejK9KWwGiyKrdfvuneomA&ust=1519493579522714
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Community ROI

 The probability of being employed is 24% higher.

 The likelihood of being out of the labor force is 74% less.

 College graduates contribute hundreds of thousands of dollars more over 
a lifetime in local, state and federal taxes.

 College graduates utilize about 39% fewer government resources (e.g., 
emergency assistance and jails)

 College graduates report having “good” or “very good” health 44% more 
than high school graduates

 College graduates are nearly 5 times less likely to be jailed or imprisoned 
than those who have no college experience.
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The Campaign
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Elected Official Promise Leadership

Tennessee
Governor Bill 

Haslam

Rhode Island 
Governor Gina 

Raimondo

Prince Georges
County Executive 

Rushern Baker

Baltimore Mayor 
Catherine Pugh

West 
Sacramento 
Mayor Chris 
Cabaldon

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjRm-rAsLzZAhWEwFkKHdJ8DSoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/politics/state/story/2015/feb/19/groups-spending-supports-governor/289060/&psig=AOvVaw2fb5G5ZmNVbRZlGDcpNXbF&ust=1519487043869283
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiKk-qds7zZAhULv1MKHSVsDzcQjRwIBw&url=http://tnpromise.gov/&psig=AOvVaw3HvDjnC5JLi7EmLPJutFIe&ust=1519487779250157
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwihrbeLxsvZAhUGd98KHQGxBvAQjRwIBw&url=https://www.cnbc.com/2016/07/12/rhode-island-gov-raimondo-introduces-bold-moves-for-reform.html&psig=AOvVaw0je5Z-8rQCE4JT0znMSi2b&ust=1520008214451090
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj2gNiuxsvZAhULTd8KHbrlBPIQjRwIBw&url=https://www.riopc.edu/page/ri_promise/&psig=AOvVaw0x_vkzy6QiB7ndl5CraUVx&ust=1520008311595549
https://www.pgcc.edu/News_Stories/PGCC_Promise_Scholarship_Gets_Preliminary_Approval.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiM9bSusLzZAhXyx1kKHTpaCaYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/767/County-Executive&psig=AOvVaw3_doJSsjLbKUzUDKO0ans2&ust=1519487008963793
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjvudz_w8vZAhXPTd8KHaDDAewQjRwIBw&url=https://mayor.baltimorecity.gov/&psig=AOvVaw3TgvsPeC4gZFAWDr3gqgrt&ust=1520007619671481
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj209TPsLzZAhXqxlkKHX5CA3kQjRwIBw&url=https://www.forbes.com/sites/civicnation/2018/01/24/seven-mayors-championing-free-community-college/&psig=AOvVaw0bNiN7illXinIctixrzRvY&ust=1519487080284991
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Business Promise Leadership

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiKwuWIp87ZAhWKmuAKHVGTBEgQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://lachamber.com/membership-benefits/add-the-chamber-s-logo-to-your-website/&psig=AOvVaw27n-KykBqVxTxukU87vC8c&ust=1520102990531286
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwie1qunp87ZAhUlU98KHUSKClIQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://lacollegepromise.org/&psig=AOvVaw1Cvy1Eyb7HOAEmjMIlmqeK&ust=1520103053997729
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Nonprofit Promise Leadership

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjp3bSnj8zZAhXxmOAKHZJmCfMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.opportunityalliancenv.org/prosperity-now/&psig=AOvVaw2pnlMqZ4v_BP7fCGFjorsh&ust=1520027893502659
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjy5Zq4j8zZAhUCc98KHa2ZAAAQjRwIBw&url=http://hcmstrategists.com/ffaafund/institute-for-higher-education-policy/&psig=AOvVaw16WxNCGWpfA5GL4e30p67r&ust=1520027915499451
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj1nIftj8zZAhVlmeAKHec3AOsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.payforsuccess.org/organization/jobs-future&psig=AOvVaw16YNh7c2LEO2-hULcfLlD_&ust=1520028040054445
http://www.economicmodeling.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/logo.png
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi-wc_Mj8zZAhUmUt8KHVv9CggQjRwIBw&url=https://ticas.org/&psig=AOvVaw1pX5pHR0cCHfa-ZuumoLnp&ust=1520027970607921
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwimrKTaj8zZAhUQPN8KHac4AfQQjRwIBw&url=https://tcf.org/&psig=AOvVaw3qLxwaJOexYo_EPAU3rf7C&ust=1520027995675574
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi7zqDakMzZAhVPVd8KHYOMBfEQjRwIBw&url=https://www.youtube.com/user/APAVideo&psig=AOvVaw3-SIwXcdQJkEUOATY-7Kae&ust=1520028267722613
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjKkNHkj8zZAhUjU98KHfKjDPMQjRwIBw&url=https://trademarks.justia.com/868/07/ves-veterans-education-86807000.html&psig=AOvVaw22bHpztN1Pq4wAz72Fc-Eo&ust=1520028019122195
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjbzejBkMzZAhUBPN8KHUSCD_sQjRwIBw&url=https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20171214006291/en/Nonprofit-StriveTogether-Names-Jennifer-Blatz-President-CEO&psig=AOvVaw1V3znE8ObowpCtJfkuE13l&ust=1520028094843085
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiExavkkMzZAhWLON8KHa3ZCfEQjRwIBw&url=https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20170908005598/en/Education-America%E2%80%99s-Promise-Alliance-Announce-Leadership-Weiss&psig=AOvVaw3QWDx6KoBFE8xkJOM7T_av&ust=1520028217639453
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwikq5jvkMzZAhVkTt8KHSGdBf4QjRwIBw&url=http://younginvincibles.org/&psig=AOvVaw314xds4Up321hJCVrUVK4z&ust=1520028312901462
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Education Promise Leadership

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj79aqQ2cvZAhVGUt8KHTdACPsQjRwIBw&url=http://wxxinews.org/post/suny-board-calls-diversity-officer-every-campus&psig=AOvVaw2HNSvuO-RKGIcNp_UE4TeY&ust=1520013349252116
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj0v-3H2cvZAhUunOAKHTmQB_gQjRwIBw&url=http://californiacommunitycolleges.cccco.edu/ChancellorsOffice/ConsultationCouncil.aspx&psig=AOvVaw0XbTFn_JqJJ_ws1yGNOtaR&ust=1520013459544998
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjK5uT62MvZAhXhc98KHZ4iAggQjRwIBw&url=https://members.acct.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?Action=Add&ObjectKeyFrom=1A83491A-9853-4C87-86A4-F7D95601C2E2&WebCode=ProdDetailAdd&DoNotSave=yes&ParentObject=CentralizedOrderEntry&ParentDataObject=Invoice%20Detail&ivd_formkey=69202792-63d7-4ba2-bf4e-a0da41270555&ivd_cst_key=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&ivd_prc_prd_key=65030A7D-A6F1-481B-AA16-5A1EE7A7EE3F&psig=AOvVaw0i0UIuP0bpMTvfhqaNMe-y&ust=1520013303887986
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi_ydbt2MvZAhWNneAKHdfnB_AQjRwIBw&url=https://www.aacc.nche.edu/&psig=AOvVaw2dqO5ossoKZ8tPzGQ_-E-D&ust=1520013276822570
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwil_dCE2svZAhXyg-AKHfcyAQ8QjRwIBw&url=http://achievingthedream.org/resource/13656/achieving-the-dream-logos&psig=AOvVaw0bkzGXMYT8XNoW_aw_HdXM&ust=1520013545259458
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiWqM6shMzZAhUqmuAKHdu0AAMQjRwIBw&url=http://www2.cuny.edu/&psig=AOvVaw2M9RDkGIcfnMtCGHT5ywWQ&ust=1520024944887844
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwimobea2cvZAhVOTd8KHf58CPIQjRwIBw&url=https://www.dcccd.edu/emp/tools/styleguide/districtlogos/pages/dcccd.aspx&psig=AOvVaw2Bet-KZfTW1oL-56Uu0baU&ust=1520013370728341
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiBzZC-2cvZAhXpYt8KHUcoAuwQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami_Dade_College&psig=AOvVaw36LKKO-mnvDfJ3OQTddzUz&ust=1520013445458197
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi93MbGhMzZAhXPTN8KHS6fB-wQjRwIBw&url=https://www.ivytech.edu/about/3866.html&psig=AOvVaw3ftOI88DXCAAe1-o6aGmT_&ust=1520025003872177
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjC1ZWphszZAhWGc98KHfHkBA0QjRwIBw&url=https://www2.calstate.edu/csu-system/news/Pages/student-media.aspx&psig=AOvVaw3X8DQdB3cNAsaSOysbgjnT&ust=1520025032998358
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College Promise Research Network

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjMrJ67yMvZAhWPc98KHZ3SAfYQjRwIBw&url=https://www.mdrc.org/&psig=AOvVaw271YUe-Km3PgfrlUaWbWhf&ust=1520008872973729
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwje2YHiuLzZAhUIvFMKHVhkA34QjRwIBw&url=https://www.ahead-penn.org/&psig=AOvVaw2250_hYuHJL3mll0-1hDpT&ust=1519489265171931
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjv4ovtuLzZAhVC7FMKHfaMCvUQjRwIBw&url=https://studios.pyramind.com/clients/&psig=AOvVaw2U3EwqUCQlmxbHJcXeiqVx&ust=1519489288936890
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj6qL2BubzZAhXNvVMKHVftAjQQjRwIBw&url=http://wmich.edu/conferencemanagement/promisenet2017/sponsors.html&psig=AOvVaw317l-KLDg44L5HV0V3HlAu&ust=1519489331982649
http://edpolicy.ua.edu/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi8p_7B3svZAhXPT98KHb6MBAAQjRwIBw&url=https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/our-research.html&psig=AOvVaw3oth_csa1GRifpTn1qmg3r&ust=1520014791586743
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj_wI7w3svZAhXiUt8KHVYvB-0QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Davis&psig=AOvVaw3ULcFWQbeMQnPRza_Qa1FA&ust=1520014885806062
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiBgvT43svZAhXoTN8KHZbVAfcQjRwIBw&url=https://get.cbord.com/utdallas&psig=AOvVaw39VAxy_OehRgQ8I1vINbs6&ust=1520014908156115
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj6pv2C38vZAhUom-AKHeU1APwQjRwIBw&url=https://jobs.uark.edu/postings/24353&psig=AOvVaw1zzjptcoERosjnNog3a1eY&ust=1520014931575201
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjL862L38vZAhVjg-AKHSKcBvEQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Pittsburgh&psig=AOvVaw3g1bWLYljrGiu3vmQCyBa4&ust=1520014947800917
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Where We’re Headed

~50 Programs
2015

~200 Programs
2018

Goal: Double Quality College Promise
Programs by 2020
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