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   MINUTES


     Thursday, September 17, 2009 – 2:00 p.m., Board Room

Senators:

Estina  Pratt,  Annaruth Garcia,  Pamella West,  Darwin Smith, Chris

Halligan, Manzoor Ahmad,  Shemiran Lazar, Michael Odanaka, Jerome

Evans, Marjeritta Phillips, Art Flemming, Tom Norton, and Saul Panski

13 Senators Present

Administrators:

Dr. Lawrence Cox, Dr. Jane Harmon,  Dean Arvid Spor,  Dean Keith Curry,

Dean Rachelle Sasser, Mr. Ron Gerhard

6 Administrators Present

Guests:

Chief Trevis, Lieutenant Box, Toni Wasserberger, Chelvi  Subramaniam,

Nehasi  Lee

5 Guests Present

I.
CALL TO ORDER


The meeting of the Faculty Council was called to order at 2:05 p.m.


by  Saul Panski

II.
APPROVAL OF  AGENDA


Agenda approval moved by Evans and seconded by Pratt.  Passed.

III.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Minutes [of 4.June.2009] moved by Flemming and seconded by


Ahmad. Passed.

IV. REPORTS


Chairperson 

Panski discussed the meeting schedule and times for fall semester and

acknowledged that Dean Harmon was concerned about apparently inconsistent meeting dates; Panski explained the dates dovetail El Camino College-Torrance Senate meeting dates.  He apologized for any problems this may present in  scheduling campus meetings.

Panski presented the Goals of the El Camino Senate as set forth at the meeting of 9/15/09 including:

1.
To establish a Program Discontinuation Policy

He noted that if a program is discontinued at ECC-Torrance, it cannot be offered 

at the Compton Education Center  Nehasi  Lee noted that AB 318 would allow the CCCD to offer programs in partnership with other districts.  Panski said that the CCCD would not do this based on past experience and directives .

2.  Release Time for faculty working on such things as SLOs and Curriculum

3.  Department Chairs

Other issues of concern include the number of courses an on-line instructor can teach in a given semester and the possible creation of an ECC Senate newsletter.


Panski informed the group that Professor Subramaniam would now be   coordinating SLOs on our campus and would also be involved in faculty development and basic skills matters.

Panski pointed out that all winter on-line five week courses have been cancelled. Retention and success rates were cited as the rationale for this action, which had been discussed by the ECC Senate.  It was noted that the Center’s Distance  Education program is  yielding us around 10% of our FTES.

V.  DISCUSSION ITEMS

 H1N1 Safety/ Earthquake Preparedness Drill

Lieutenant Box discussed plans under development to deal with the anticipated H1N1 flu epidemic, indicating that vaccinations will be available for students and staff on campus on 10/27 and 10/28/09 in the Student Lounge.  The vaccination program is being coordinated by the Los Angeles County Department of Health. Vaccinations will be provided form 8 am to 4 pm and efforts are also being made to provide vaccinations for evening students and to possibly have the Health  Department come back to campus on 12/1 and 12/2/09 to provide additional vaccinations.

Lt. Box advised frequent hand washing and urged faculty to encourage students          who are ill to go home and stay home.    Faculty asked that clear directions be given in such matters as sending classified staff home or asking students who are ill to go home as well.   It was also pointed out that faculty need some guidelines as to what they are to do to accommodate students who are ill for a period of time.

Lt. Box briefly discussed the major regional  Earthquake Preparedness Drill that 

will take place on 10/15/09.  He said the drill last year had been completed in  fourteen minutes and that a major effort will be made to have students returned  to classrooms as soon as possible.    He stated that disabled students who might have difficulty participating in the drill could shelter in place.

Basic Skills Plan for 2009-20120

Dean  Harmon passed out a report on student entry skills levels in reading.writing, and mathematics and stated that the Student Success Committee will be developing a comprehensive action plan for this academic year.   The Basic Skills Expenditure Plan sent to the Systems Office during the summer, she added, was a marker until plans can be refined and the input of the recent team of consultants be incorporated.

Professor Lazar talked about the need to provide comprehensive ESL programs and services to our students.  It was pointed out that bilingual staff are needed in such key places as the Assessment Center.

Panski stressed that a comprehensive ESL program was essential to the institutional mission of ECC.

Dean Harmon reminded faculty to complete the Active Enrollment Report by the 9/21/09 deadline.   Several faculty pointed out that they had tried to comply with the No Show Report guidelines but had encountered problems with the system

Faculty Evaluations

Harmon and Panski pointed out that teams are being finalized with both ECC and CEC faculty members.  Panski asked if the Council would approve evaluation committees as long as the Division Chairperson and the HR department were in concurrence that the representation was as prescribed in contract.   The members agreed.

Campus Meetings/Calendar 

Dean Curry spoke of the Calendar Quick Links feature at  www.compton.edu to show meeting dates and times.
Enrollment Management Plan 2009-2010

The Chairperson tabled this item until the next Council meeting, in the interest of time.

ECC Accreditation Response

Dean Arvid  Spor walked the body through the eight responses to Commission recommendations.  Spor pointed out that the entire document, including appendices, was available online for review.     Spor pointed out that Recommendation #5 did not require a response at this time.

Several faculty members had questions and comments and Spor and Panski pointed out that Recommendations 6,7, and 8 pertained primarily to the Compton Center.

Spor pointed out that the report is due to the Commission by 10/15/09 and that the Commission will be sending a follow-up team in November.   This team, it was pointed out, is likely to visit both campuses.

Other Business

Professor Stewart decried the use of student profanity, particularly in the  row buildings adjacent to her classroom.  She indicated that  the conduct of students in this area was making it difficult for her to maintain an effective pedagogical environment.  She was urged to contact the Police Department to ask for more office patrolling of the area.

VI.  ACTION ITEMS

None

VII.  ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. based on a motion by Smith/second by Halligan.

